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countries for endemic languages spoken exclusively within their respective 
borders, generally spoken by indigenous peoples and minorities with a wealth 
of information concerning the surrounding ecosystem (Skutnabb-Kangas et 
al. 2003). However, these communities are increasingly impoverished by the 
very same market forces that threaten biodiversity. 


CONCLUSION 


In the final analysis, while the West has succeeded in building myths around 
economic and scientific theories, African communities in history had devised 
the myth approach, under the guise of “fear of the Gods," to constrain its 
members to conserve nature. The road to sustainability, for us, is, therefore, 
that of demystifying Africa's spirituality and embracing them as rather 
practical measures toward sustainable behaviors while exalting less the eco- 
nomic myth. 

The Western economic model does not define development and has been 
responsible for the gap between growth and real development (or assessable 
socioeconomic development through livelihood improvements). This work, 
therefore, stands on the affirmation that revisiting Africa's spirituality as a 
measure rather than a myth, while not neglecting economic progress would 
bring back the value of development. As defined by SID Israel (2018), the 
optimal model for development is a process that creates growth, progress, 
positive change, or the addition of physical, economic, environmental, social, 
and demographic components. The purpose is a rise in the level and qual- 
ity of life of the population, and the creation or expansion of local regional 
income and employment opportunities, without damaging the resources of 
the environment. Africa's spirituality is full of advocacy and indeed portends 
capacities for sustainable development. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Adewale, S. A. “Crime in African Traditional Religion." Orita 26 no. 1-2 (1994): 
54—66. 

Awuah-Nyamekye, Samuel. *Salvaging Nature: The Akan Religio-Cultural 
Perspective." Worldviews: Global Religions, Culture, and Ecology 13, no. 3 
(2009): 251-82. 

Babalola, F. D. *Roles of and Threats to Yorübá Traditional Beliefs in Wilderness 

Conservation in Southwest Nigeria." Science and Stewardship to Protect and 

Sustain Wilderness Values: Ninth World Wilderness Congress Symposium; 

November 6-13, 2009; Merida, Yucatan, Mexico. Proceedings RMRS-P-64. Fort 


Spirituality, Capability, and Sustainable Development 245 


Collins, CO: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Rocky Mountain 
Research Station, 125-29, 2011. 

Boamah, D. A. “Akan Indigenous Religio-Cultural Beliefs and Environmental 
Preservation: The Role of Taboos." Master's Thesis, School of Religion, Canada, 
Queen's University, 2015. 

Braun, Alejandro Adler. *Gross National Happiness in Bhutan: A Living Example of 
an Alternative Approach to Progress." Social Impact Research Experience Journal 
9, no. 1 (2009): 33-38. 

Chappelow, J. “Economic Growth.” Investopedia (2019): https://www.investopedia 
.com/terms/e/economicgrowth.asp. 

Chelli, Francesco M., et al. “Comparing Equitable and Sustainable Well-Being (Bes) 
across the Italian Provinces. A Factor Analysis-Based Approach. Rivista Italiana 
Di Economia Demografia E Statistica.” Rivista Italiana di Economia Demografia 
e Statistica 69, no. 3 (2015): 61-72. 

Daly. Herman E. Beyond Growth: The Economics of Sustainable Development. 
Boston: Beacon Press, 1996. 

Davis, S. H. and K. Ebbe. Traditional Knowledge and Sustainable Development. 
Environmentally Sustainable Development. Washington DC: The World Bank, 1995. 

Dower, Nigel. *Is the Idea of Development Eurocentric?" In Challenging the 
Orthodoxies, 85-102. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 1996. 

Forsyth, Frederick. Emeka. Ibadan: Spectrum Books, 1982. 

Golden, C. D., and J. Comaroff. “Effects of Social Change on Wildlife Consumption 
Taboos in Northeastern Madagascar.” Ecology and Society 20, no. 2 (2015): 41. 
Gumo, Sussy, et al. “Communicating African Spirituality through Ecology: Challenges 

and Prospects for the 21st Century." Religions 3, no. 2 (2012): 523-43. 

Hagen, Everett E. The Economics of Development. Harwood, IL: Richard D. Irwin, 
1968. 

Hamilton, L. S. *Forest and Tree Conservation through Metaphysical Constraints." 
The George Wright Forum 19, no. 3 (2002): 57-78. 

Herman, E. D. Beyond Growth: The Economics of Sustainable Development. Boston: 
Beacon Press, 1996. 

Kanene, Kennedy M. “Indigenous Practices of Environmental Sustainability in the 
Tonga Community of Southern Zambia." Journal of Disaster Risk Studies 8, no. 
1 (2016): 1-7. 

Katagum, M. Y. *Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development— Transforming Our 
World': Challenges and Opportunities for Nigerian Tertiary Education Institutions." 
The 4th Convocation Lecture of the Kwara State University, June 3, 2016. 

Liu, J. L. “Traditional Knowledge and Implication to Development from an 
Anthropological Perspective." Academic Journal of China s Agriculture University 
2 (2006): 133-41. 

Louman, B., et al. “Forest Ecosystem Services: A Cornerstone for Human Well-Being." 
In Adaptation of Forests and People to Climate Change: A Global Assessment 
Report, edited by Seppälä Risto, Buck Alexander, and Katila Pia. Helsinki: Iufro 
World Series, 2009. 


246 Aderemi Oladele 


Luo, Y., J. Liu, and D. Zhang. “Role of Traditional Beliefs of Baima Tibetans in 
Biodiversity Conservation in China.” Forest Ecology and Management 257, no. 
10 (2009): 1995-2001. 

Malthus, Thomas Robert. 4n Essay on the Principle of Population as It Affects the 
Future Improvement of Society, with Remarks on the Speculations of Mr Godwin, 
M.'Condorcet, and Other Writers. London: J. Johnson, 1798. 

Meadows, D. H., J. Randers, and D. L. Meadows. Limits to Growth: The 30-Year 
Update. Vermont: Chelsea Green Publishing, 2004. 

Meadows, D. H., J. Randers, D. L. Meadows, and W. W. Behrens. 7he Limits to 
Growth: A Report for the Club of Rome 5 Project on the Predicament of Mankind. 
New York: Universe Books, 1972. 

Niamir-Fuller, M., I. Ozdemir, and F. J. Brinkman. “Environment, Religion and Culture 
in the Context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. A Discussion 
Note Prepared for the Second International Seminar on Environment, Culture 
and Religion—Promoting Intercultural Dialogue for Sustainable Development." 
UNEP, Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran, April 23-24, 2016. 

Obiora, A. C., and E. Z. Emeka. “African Indigenous Knowledge System and 
Environmental Sustainability." International Journal of Environmental Protection 
and Policy 2015 3, no. 4 (2015): 88—96. 

Oladele, A. *Culture, Development Effectiveness and the Post-2015 Sustainable 
Development Policy." Journal of African Culture and International Understanding 
11, no. January-June (2015). 

. "Sustainable Development: On the Dilemma of a Definition." /nternational 
Journal of Arts and Sciences 1, no. 19 (2009): 80—95. 

Rao, R. R. “Traditional Knowledge and Sustainable Development: Key Role of 
Ethnobiologists." Ethnobotany 8 (1996): 14-24. 

Sandeep, Kumar. “Spirituality and Sustainable Development: A Paradigm Shift.” 
Journal of Economic and Social Development 13, no. 1 (2017): 123-34. 

Sarfo-Mensah, P. *The Spirituality of Forests and Conservation: The Dynamics of 
Change and Sustainability of Scared Groves in the Transitional Zone of Ghana." 
PhD, University of Greenwich, 2001. 

SID Israel. *What Is Development?" In Society for International Development, https: 
/www.sid-israel.org/en/Development-Issues/What-is-Development, 2018. 

Skutnabb-Kangas, Tove, Luisa Maffi, and David Harmon. Sharing a World 
of Difference: The Earths Linguistic, Cultural and Biological Diversity. 
UNESCO, 2003. 

Ssozi, By. *Values and Participation: The Role of Culture in Nature Preservation 
and Environmental Education among the Baganda." The Journal of Sustainability 
Education (2010):  http://www.susted.com/wordpress/content/values-and 
-participation-the-role-of-culture-in-nature-preservation-and-environmental 
-education-among-the-baganda 2012 03/. 

UNEP, ACC, and FA UNEP. Abe of Csp. Clarifying Comcepts on Sustainable 
Consumption and Production. United Nations Environment Programme, 2010. 

UNESCO. Change in Continuity: Concepts and Tools for a Cultural Approach to 
Development. 2000. 


Spirituality, Capability, and Sustainable Development 247 


. For Sustainable Development to Become a Reality, People Everywhere Must 

Learn to Think and Act Differently. November 5, 2014, 2002. 

. Mexico City Declaration on Cultural Policies. World Conference on Cultural 

Policies. 1982. 

. Rethinking Development: Putting an End to Poverty. UNESCO Publishing 
and Economica, 2000. 

World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBSCSD). Exploring 
Sustainable Development, 1997. Brochure. 


Index 


aesthetics, 1, 15, 34, 202 

African art, 6, 198, 202 

Afrocentric, 25-26, 29, 64 

Afro-communal, 134, 138, 142-43 

agency, 7, 53—54, 56, 75, 117, 
198—99, 233 

agwa, 3, 54, 56-58 

ancestors, 38, 41, 44, 47, 55, 98-100, 
118, 135, 139, 179-80, 183-85, 
187-88, 197—98, 201, 210, 236 

animism, 81 

anthropocentric, 15, 20, 25, 28-29, 
45—47, 125, 134, 143, 147, 
167, 178—79 

anthropogenic, 154—56, 163, 167—69 

anti-colonial, 160 

Appiah, Kwame Anthony, 59, 60-62, 
64, 77, 116 


Ba’Aka, 235 

Bakweri, 46 

Bantu, 3, 35-38, 63, 93, 95, 98, 
118-19, 121 

beauty-in-object, 2, 19-20 

beauty-in-person, 3, 19-20 

biodiversity, 179-81, 190, 228-30, 
236-37, 243-44 

Bujo, Bénézet, 39, 56, 59, 105- 
6, 108, 135 


Cabral, Amilcar, 1, 199, 204 

capabilities, 60, 75, 117, 134, 138 

capitalism, 64, 105, 159, 161 

Club of Rome, 212 

Cold War, 205—6 

colonialism, 6, 63—64, 104, 154, 178, 
208, 214-15 

communalism, 47, 84, 134, 215 

communality, 2, 64, 219, 220 

communitarianism, 58 

cosmopolitanism, 4, 51, 59-64 

crafts, 7, 198, 207, 209 

cultural values, 7, 155, 157, 159, 161- 
62, 198, 227-28 


Dagara, 6, 7, 177, 179, 182-86, 188-90 

deforestation, 162, 167 

development theory, 4—5, 8, 133-34, 
138, 140-46 

Diawara, Manthia, 7, 197—202 

distributive justice, 155 

Dussel, Enrique, 95 


eco-bio-communitarian, 39, 41 

eco-cultural, 167—68 

ecology, 8, 24, 70, 125, 178, 181, 189, 
227, 231, 242 

Ekwealo, Chigbo, 34 

endogenous, 209 


249 


250 Index 


ethnic, 41, 104, 138, 157, 219, 223, 229 

ethnophilosophy, 207, 209 

ethos, 7, 98, 213-23 

extraction, 6, 33, 154, 162-63, 167, 180, 
186, 190, 209, 231, 233 

extraversion, 209 


fairness, 21, 51, 160, 167 

flourishing, 1, 4, 6, 20, 28-29, 64, 98, 
101, 143, 203, 229 

forest, 35, 42-44, 114, 161, 163, 
176, 229, 237 

freedoms, 56, 74—75, 79, 203 


GDP (gross domestic product), 73, 117, 
163-64, 241 

gender, 7, 122-23, 134, 140, 156, 163, 
167, 203, 219 

globalization, 75, 94, 96, 105, 109, 
117, 169, 197 

Global North, 6, 8, 125 

Global South, 5, 124-25, 155, 161, 
169, 175, 188 

gods, 8, 43, 46, 55, 76, 188, 228, 
236-37, 144 

governance, 73, 117, 159 

GPI (genuine progress 
indicator), 164-65 

Gyekye, Kwame, 55, 58, 105, 116, 180, 
198-99, 206-7 


Hallen, Barry, 1 

hegemony, 59, 94, 104-5, 107-9 

holistic, 2-5, 7, 20, 25-29, 35, 38, 45, 
80, 104, 107-9, 158, 177-78, 187, 
227, 239, 242 

Hountondji, Paulin, 104—5, 
198—99, 207-10 

humanism, 47, 98 

human rights, 54—55, 113-14, 116-19, 
134—35, 140-45, 230 


Ibuanyidanda, 26 
Ifa (god of divination/fate) 235-36 
Igwebuike, 54, 59 


inclusive, 8, 9, 35, 43, 45, 96, 113-14, 
116-19, 122-23, 155, 158—59, 
165-69, 176 

industrialization, 122, 140, 162, 

169, 175, 189 

intercultural, 1, 5—6, 8, 9, 58, 64, 93, 95, 
104, 189-9] 

interrelatedness, 34, 42, 46, 178-79 


Jato, 43 
Kaunda, Kenneth, 107-8 
Latour, Bruno, 208 


Mandela, Nelson, 97, 98, 101, 103 
marginalization, 155, 169, 188 
masks, 197, 198, 200-202, 
205-6, 209-10 
materialism, 125, 145 
Mbiti, John, S., 3, 37, 40, 98, 
100, 115-16 
mma, 3, 52, 56557 
modernization, 94—95. 116, 140, 
153, 155, 162, 167, 169, 175, 
197—200, 203-4 
moral economy, 155-56, 163, 165—66 
moral obligations, 59, 213, 217 
Mother Earth, 3, 42, 121, 179, 183 
mythology, 80, 234, 242 


ndu, 3, 6, 52, 155, 157 

Négritude, 1, 39, 107 

neocolonial, 1, 154, 167, 175, 191, 199 

neo-imperialism, 154, 156, 167 

neoliberalism, 96 

NGOs (nongovernmental 
organizations), 92, 135 

Nkrumah, Kwame, 1, 107, 197-99, 202 

nonhuman, 3, 33, 42, 47, 154-55, 
158-59, 163, 167-69, 176-78, 181, 
183-84, 187-88 

Nussbaum, Martha C., 140 

Nyerere, Julius, 1, 107, 197 


Index 251 


Obenga, Théophile, 69 
Ogoni, 42-43, 162 
Olodumare, 217, 220 
omo-ilu, 213 

organic, 230 

Oruka, Henry Odera, 42, 115 


palaver, 4—5, 94, 100—101, 103, 
108—9, 207 

Pan-Africanism, 124, 200 

particularism, 105, 200 

pollution, 33, 108, 143, 161—65, 
167, 231-34 

population growth, 72, 167, 231 

postcolonial, 1, 202, 215, 223 

post-development, 139, 141, 145, 
147, 154, 155 


Ramose, Mogobe B., 38, 40, 117, 122 

relationality, 2, 9, 42, 51 

religious, 6, 8—9, 22, 33-34, 37, 41, 42, 
139, 197, 200, 209, 219-20, 223, 
229—30, 236, 238, 242-43 

resource extraction, 6, 154, 162, 163, 
167, 190, 233 

rituals, 184—85, 187, 203, 234-36 


sacred groves, 8, 234, 236-37 

SCP (Sustainable Consumption and 
Production), 233-34 

SDGs (Sustainable Development 
Goals), 96, 107-8, 113-14, 119, 
120—24, 162, 176 

self-determination, 77, 186, 197, 
199, 204, 209 

Sen, Amartya, 117 

Senghor, Léopold Sédar, 1, 39, 105, 
107, 108, 157 

seriti, 4, 93-94, 99, 101—2, 106-8, 118 

spirits, 7, 38, 41, 43-44, 76, 93, 95, 
103, 108, 178, 197, 200—202, 205, 
209, 234, 256 


sustainability, 8, 46, 97, 107-8, 113, 
125, 134, 143, 163, 167, 176, 
180, 183, 190, 227-31, 234-35, 
237, 239, 242 


taboo, 123, 184, 238 

Tangwa, Godfrey, 34, 39, 41 

technocratic, 4, 134, 145, 147 

TEK (Traditional Ecological 
Knowledge), 161, 177, 180— 
81, 187, 190 

Tempels, Placide, 3, 35—38, 40, 209-10 

totem, 42 

Touré, Sekou, 197—99, 202 

transcendentals, 53, 156 

trans-modernity, 94—95 


ugliness, 3, 16 

Ujamaa, 1, 160 

UN (United Nations), 113, 120— 
21,.176, 232 

underdevelopment, 142, 154—55, 165— 
67, 169, 208—9 

UNDP (United Nations Development 
Programme), 71—72, 74 

UNESCO (United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization), 
236-37, 243 

universalism, 61, 105, 156, 
167, 200, 207 

utility, 1, 2, 165, 243 


vital force, 3, 35—40, 42, 99, 102-3 

Wiredu, Kwasi, 105, 114, 116, 198, 
199, 206-7 

wisdom, 1, 4, 9, 109, 118, 138, 209, 242 


Yamba, 42—43 


